REPORT – DAY 1 (25 October 2010) – Inaugural Session
Session chair: Honorable Senator Farooq H. Naek, Chairman, National Senate of Pakistan

International Conference of Conservation, Energy Efficiency & Solar 2010 is being organized by Pakistan Engineering Council in collaboration with USAID South Asia Regional Initiative on Energy, in Islamabad from 25th to 29th October.

The event took off in a ceremony hosted at the Pakistan Engineering Council premises in Islamabad under the guidance of Engr. Senator Rukhsana Zuberi, Chairperson PEC and Women In Energy WIE. 

The inaugural session started with the arrival of the Chief Guest Honorable Chairman Senate, Senator Farooq Hamid Naek and recitation from the holy book. The Chairperson PEC and Women In Energy Engr. Senator Rukhsana Zuberi presented her welcome address introducing Women In Energy, its vision and mission. She explained the purpose of the launch of Women In Energy initiative and its significance.
She emphasized on the energy scarcity faced by countries including Pakistan and the actions taken by them to overcome the issue. She also shared the fact that if each Pakistani saves one watt of electricity the result is 170 million watts of energy saved.

Engr. Senator Rukhsana Zuberi also recalled  Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto and shared that as Chairperson PPP she delayed announcement of party manifesto in last elections because she wanted to give due importance to energy. She gave 5 E’s Education, Employment, Energy, Empowerment, Environment and formula to steer the country on road of progress and development.
Sharing about the steps taken by PEC she said just by replacing the electricity fixtures with the LED lights resulting in a drop of consumption from 7860 watts down to 135 watts. In the end she extended services of PEC and Women In Energy to the honorable Chief Guest to assist the Senate secretariat to reduce their energy consumption. She ended her note with the prayer to almighty for strength, vision and courage to turning the initiative into a nationwide campaign to conserve energy and shared the conference motto “Energy saved is Energy Produced”.
After the welcome note the Country Coordinator USAID South Asia Regional Initiative-SARI for Energy, Syed Farrukh Hussain shared the details of the various initiatives by USAAID SAI Energy for Pakistan including; Wind and Solar assessment of Pakistan project, Advisory services for import of power from Tajikistan namely CASA 1000, SAARC Energy Center, Pakistan LNG import policy framework and capacity building / training of more than 300 GOP officials, Regulators, Parliamentarians and energy sector professionals in the US and 3rd countries. 
He then invited Mr. Charles Moseley from USAID to share his thoughts. Doing so Mr. Charles appreciated the efforts by Women in Energy and their initiative on conservation, energy efficiency and solar energy.  
In the end honorable Chief Guest Chairman Senate, Senator Farooq Hamid Naek, expressed his interest in the initiative. He said the government is fully conscious that the energy is lifeline of economic development, and is making all possible efforts to have integrated Energy Security Plan in Pakistan. He said while addressing the inaugural session of the International Conference on Conservation, Energy Efficiency and Solar here on Monday. The Chairman said shortage of energy is not a bolt from the blue, but a simmering sore since the last decade. 
The planners could not be oblivious that there is a massive influx of electric gadgets and the demand of electricity is increasing by 8-10% annually, and the industrial and agricultural advancements need steady and cheap electric supply. 
Extra-ordinary increase in furnace oil and an abject disregard for increasing power potential of the country in the past decade has led to huge power deficit, and overcoming this energy crisis, is no easy task. 
The Government has assigned it a high priority and effective measures in this regard with the help of experts and engineers are being taken, Senator Naek added. 
Supporting Women in Energy (WIE), he said it would certainly provide opportunity for collective efforts in achieving energy conservation and energy efficiency on short term basis but having long term benefits.
He invited Women in Energy and Pakistan Engineering Council to suggest conservation and energy efficiency measures for Parliament building to reduce energy consumption and also save public money for better use so that Parliament sets an example of energy efficient building. 
The chairman expressed confidence that during various sessions, the experts shall highlight that how reliance on renewable resources like solar and wind can be achieved. 
He hoped the conference would come up with concrete solutions and road map for achieving its targets.

In the end he endorsed his views by signing a pledge to support the Women in Energy initiative and its implementation in Pakistan.

The Inaugural session ended with a Group photo with the Honorable Chairman Senate, Senator Farooq Naek, and Engr. Senator Rukhsana Zuberi, Chairperson PEC with the conference delegates and participants.

Session 1: Gender Awareness in Energy

Session chair: Engr. Abdul Qadir Shah, Vice Chairman, Pakistan Engineering Council

The session was started a presentation by Engr. Maryam Zuberi, Assistant Registrar Pakistan Engineering Council on “PEC: Success Story”. She started with the subject of “Importance of Energy” where she discussed the Importance of energy efficiency and the conservation potential in Pakistan. Moving on to the next phase where she discussed the initiatives taken by PEC in its own premises starting from Energy Audit of PEC building, retrofitting of lights, building of Energy code of Pakistan. She further mentioned the Energy efficiency measures taken by PEC to improve energy consumption in the light of the Energy Audit and the initiatives like Prime Minister’s Initiative for Solar Power and Energy Conservation awareness campaign with Women In Energy. In the end she shared the areas to focus in future and suggested steps to be taken on National level.
The second presentation was on the topic “Energy-Gender-Poverty” by Ms. Javeriya Hassan, who shared a good value of information on the topic. She started with story of a Pakistani girl, who had to leave her school in order to help her mother-led family with daily issues ranging from collection of water to the making of biomass fuel for cooking. She also shared that 70% of the Pakistani population resides in rural setup, whereas the energy policies are mostly focused on urban users and even that lacks consistency and planning. In the end Ms. Javeriya suggested that the policies should be Gender-centric, Women should be empowered by improving their access to the energy resources and the societal change and human development should be implemented in all spheres of life.

Last presentation of the day was by renowned Conservationist Engr. Faiz Mohammad Bhutta, who shared his views on the subject he loves the most; “Energy Conservation”. Mr. Bhutta focused his presentation on number of Issues and common Challenges faced by Pakistani society especially related to gender, finance, regulatory affairs and their impact on the society. He also presented with the best Solutions to counter the mentioned problems that were well appreciated by the participants.

In the end the session-chair, Engr. Abdul Qadir Shah concluded the session by thanking all the presenters and appreciating their efforts and recommendations.
